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DETAILED ACTION 

Introduction 

1 . This action response to the amendment filed on 02-1 7-2005 and claims 1 and 3 
have been amended. Claims 1-5 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Washikawa (US PAT. 5,838,393) in view of Simpson (US PAT. 5,838,393) and 
Salandro (US PAT. 5144,548). 

Consider claims 1-2 Washikawa teaches a component selection control system 
comprising a plurality of signal output components (see fig.3 (1 1R-14R)) for outputting 
AV signals including audio signals and/or video signals, at least one signal input 
component (1 1P-14P) for receiving the AV signal, and a signal processing control unit 
(22, 31) having connected thereto the signal output components (1 1R-14R) and the 
signal input component (1 1 P-14P), the signal processing control unit being operable to 
process the AV signal delivered from desired one of the signal output components 
(1 1 R-14R) as required for sound and/or image reproduction and to feed the AV signal 
delivered from the desired signal output component (1 1 R-14R) to the signal input 
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component (11P-14P), the component selection control system being characterized in 
that (see col.3 line 10-col.4 line 50). But Washikawa does not teach clearly each of the 
signal output components has separate and independent on-off switch provided on a 
signal output line for delivering the AV signal to the signal processing control unit there 
through, the signal processing control unit having a common input terminal for receiving 
the AV signal from the desired signal output component, the signal output lines of the 
signal output components being connected to one another at a point connected to the 
common input terminal of the signal processing control unit, the on off switches being 
controllable independently for opening or closing to select one signal output component 
for feeding its AV signal to the signal processing control unit, wherein when more than 
one signal input component is selected than more than one switch is turned on and 
more than one signal input component may be accessed at any given moment in time; 
and wherein said AV signal delivered from one signal output component can be 
supplied to said more than one signal input component at the same time by closing said 
more than one switch. 

However, Simpson teaches each of the signal output components (see fig.1, 118) 
has separate and independent switch (see fig.2, 234) provided on a signal output line 
for delivering the AV signal to the signal processing control unit (see fig.2, (200, 206)) 
there through, the signal processing control unit (200 and 206) having a common input 
terminal for receiving the AV signal (216-230) from the desired signal output component 
(236-242), the signal output lines of the signal output components (236-242) being 
connected to one another at a point connected to the common input terminal of the 
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signal processing control unit (206), the switches (214, 234) being controllable 
independently for opening or closing to select one signal output component for feeding 
its AV signal to the signal processing control unit (200 and 206 and see col.3 line 16- 
col.4 line 12) and the AV signal delivered from one signal output component (see fig. 2, 
234) can be supplied to said more than one signal input component (such as video tape 
recorder of the video and audio components ) at the same time by closing said more 
than one switch (practical connect of the video and audio signal simultaneously switch 
on to the video tape recorder's audio and video components and see col. 5 lines 7-21). 

Although Simpson does not explicitly disclose sending the output signal to more 
than one input device at closing more than one on-off switch, (official notice is taken) it 
was widely known to provide an output of an audio/video source selector to more than 
one (input device at the same time by closing more than one on-off switch (for example 
to a television and monitor and VCR). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art the invention was made to provide such capability in the system of 
Simpson to allow a selected source to be sent to a plurality of input device at the same 
time by closing more than one on-off switch according to this common practice. 

Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Simpon into Washikawa to improve 
switching system that enables an operator to select device and have all the signals of 
the source device automatically provided to the destination device. 

On the other hand, Salandro teaches that more than one signal input component 
(see fig.2, 17-27) is selected (see fig. 2, 3) than more than one switch is turned on and 
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more than one signal input component may be accessed at any given moment in time 
(see fig. 2 and see col. 3 lines 26-39 and col. 5 line 4-col.6 line 19); and 
wherein said AV signal delivered from one signal output component (see fig.2 29-37) 
can be supplied to said more than one signal input component (see fig.2, 17-27) at the 
same time inherently (because switching the video and audio simultaneous) by closing 
said more than one switch (see fig. 2 and see col. 3 lines 26-39 and col.5 line 4-col.6 
line 19). 

Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Salandro into Washikawa as modified 
by Simpon to provide a routing switcher which can easily patch signal through selected 
components. 

Consider claim 2, Washikawa teaches the signal processing control unit (see fig. 3, 
(22, 31)) inherently has a common output terminal for delivering the AV signal to the 
signal input component (1 1P-14P), and the common output terminal is connected to a 
signal input line of the signal input component (1 1 R-14R and see col.4 line 30-col.5 line 
60). 

Consider claim 3, Washikawa teaches a component selection control system 
comprising a plurality of signal output components (see fig. 3 (1 1R-14R)) for outputting 
AV signals including audio signals and/or video signals, a plurality of signal input 
components (1 1 P-14P) for receiving the AV signal, and a signal processing control unit 
(22, 31) having connected thereto the signal output components (1 1R-14R) and the 
signal input components (11P-14P), the signal processing control unit being operable to 
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process the AV signal delivered from desired one of the signal output components 
(1 1 R-14R) as required for audio and/or video reproduction and to feed the AV signal 
delivered from the desired signal output component to desired one or more of the signal 
input components (1 1P-14P), the component selection control system being 
characterized in that (see col. 3 line 10-col.5 line 50); but Washikawa does not teach 
clearly each of the signal output components has a separate and independent switch 
provided on a signal output line for delivering the AV signal to the signal processing 
control unit there through, each of the signal input components having a switch provided 
on a signal input line for receiving the AV signal from the signal processing control unit 
there through, the signal processing control unit having a common input terminal for 
receiving the AV signal from the desired signal output component and a common output 
terminal for delivering the AV signal to the desired signal input component, the signal 
output lines of the signal output components being connected to one another at a point 
connected to the common input terminal of the signal processing control unit, the signal 
input lines of the signal input components being connected to one another at a point 
connected to the common output terminal of the signal processing control unit, the 
switches being controllable for opening or closing to select one signal output component 
for feeding its AV signal to the signal processing control unit and to select one or more 
of the signal input components for receiving the AV signal from the signal processing 
control unit, wherein when more than one signal input component is selected than more 
than one on-off switch is turned on, wherein when more than one signal input 
component is selected than more than one on-off switch is turned on and more than one 
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signal input component may be accessed at any given moment in time; and wherein 
said AV signal delivered from one signal output component can be supplied to said 
more than one signal input component at the same time by closing said more than one 
on-off switch. 

However, Simpson teaches each of the signal output components (see fig.1, 118) 
has a separate and independent switch (see fig.2, 234) provided on a signal output line 
for delivering the AV signal to the signal processing control unit (see fig.2, (200, 206))) 
there through, each of the signal input components (see fig. 1, 116) having an on-off 
switch (see fig.2, 214) provided on a signal input line for receiving the AV signal from 
the signal processing control unit (see fig.2, (200, 206)) there through, the signal 
processing control unit (200, 206) inherently having a common input terminal for 
receiving the AV signal from the desired signal output component and a common output 
terminal for delivering the AV signal to the desired signal input component (see fig. 1 , 
(106 and 116)), the signal output lines of the signal output components (see fig.1, (108, 
118)) being connected to one another at a point connected to the common input 
terminal of the signal processing control unit (see fig.2, (200,206)), the signal input lines 
of the signal input components being connected to one another at a point connected to 
the common output terminal of the signal processing control unit (200, 206), the on-off 
switches (see fig.2, (214, 234)) being controllable for opening or closing to select one 
signal output component for feeding its AV signal to the signal processing control unit 
(200, 206) and to select one or more of the signal input components (see fig.1, (106, 
116)) for receiving the AV signal from the signal processing control unit (see fig.2, (200, 
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206)), wherein when more than one signal input component is selected than more than 
one switch is turned on (see col. 3 line 16-col.4 line 12); and the AV signal delivered 
from one signal output component (see fig. 2, 234) can be supplied to said more than 
one signal input component (such as video tape recorder of the video and audio 
components ) at the same time by closing said more than one switch (practical connect 
simultaneous the video and audio signal switch on to the video tape recorder's audio 
and video components and see col. 5 lines 7-21). 

Although Simpson does not explicitly disclose sending the output signal to more 
than one input device at closing more than one on-off switch, (official notice is taken) it 
was widely known to provide an output of an audio/video source selector to more than 
one (input device at the same time by closing more than one on-off switch (for example 
to a television and monitor and VCR). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art the invention was made to provide such capability in the system of 
Simpson to allow a selected source to be sent to a plurality of input device at the same 
time by closing more than one on-off switch according to this common practice. 

Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Washikawa into Simpon to improve 
switching system that enables an operator to select device and have all the signals of 
the source device automatically provided to the destination device. 

On the other hand, Salandro teaches that more than one signal input component 
(see fig.2, 17-27) is selected (see fig. 2, 3) than more than one switch is turned on and 
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more than one signal input component may be accessed at any given moment in time ( 
see fig. 2 and see col.3 lines 26-39 and col. 5 line 4-col.6 line 19); and 
wherein said AV signal delivered from one signal output component (see fig.2 29-37) 
can be supplied to said more than one signal input component (see fig.2, 17-27) at the 
same time inherently (because switching the video and audio simultaneous) by closing 
said more than one switch (see fig. 2 and see col.3 lines 26-39 and col. 5 line 4-col.6 
line 19). 

Therefore, it would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Salandro into Washikawa as modified 
by Simpon to provide a routing switcher which can easily patch signal through selected 
components. 

Consider claim 4-5, Washikawa teaches the AV signal to be delivered from the signal 
output component (1 1R-14R) and fed to the signal input component (13-14) is an audio 
signal, and the signal processing control unit comprises an amplifier circuit for 
amplifying (24) the audio signal received by the common input terminal and feeding the 
resulting signal to a subsequent speaker (25), and a signal feed line for feeding there 
through the audio signal received by the common input terminal (see col. 7 line 25-col.8 
line 20); and each of the signal output components (1 1R-14R) and the signal input 
components (1 1 P : 14P) inherently has a control circuit (such as 33 (power source 
circuit) for controlling the on-off switch (21 ,32) thereof for opening or closing, and the 
control circuit prepares a control signal for the on-off switch (21 ,32) in response to a 
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command from a control circuit included in the signal processing control unit (22, 31 and 
see col.4 15-col.5 line 65). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Regarding applicant's argument is that a signal input component (see remark 
page 9 first paragraph), the examiner disagrees with that. Simpson teaches that 
the AV signal delivered from one signal output component (see fig. 2, 234) can be 
supplied to said more than one signal input component (such as video tape recorder of 
the video and audio components ) at the same time by closing said more than one 
switch (connection of the video and audio signal simultaneously switch on to the video 
tape recorder's audio and video components and see col. 5 lines 7-21). 

Although Simpson does not explicitly disclose sending the output signal to more than 
one input device at closing more than one on-off switch, (official notice is taken) it was 
widely known to provide an output of an audio/video source selector to more than one 
(input device at the same time by closing more than one on-off switch (for example to a 
television and monitor and VCR). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art the invention was made to provide such capability in the system of Simpson to 
allow a selected source to be sent to a plurality of input device at the same time by 
closing more than one on-off switch according to this common practice. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Arikuma (US PAT. 6,868,296) and Shah (US PAT. 6,636,931) 
are recited to show other related thecomponent selection control system. 

7. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop (explanation,, e.g., Amendment or After- final, etc.) 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 

Customer Service Window 

Randolph Building 
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401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Lao t Lun-See whose telephone number is (571) 272-7501 The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 to 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian, can be reached on (571) 272-7848. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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